The Unpredictable
Tay Dall

Not wanting to be constricted to a certain style or to be
‘put in a box’, Dall is all about evolving and pushing the
boundaries – she is constantly in search of the next level, the next
style her artworks can possess.
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Abstract artist, Tay Dall, is a complete
original – vivacious, kind, thoughtful,
and humble, she puts her emotions
onto canvas, making each one a unique
extension of herself.
I had the privilege to meet with Dall at
her home in Hermanus where I got to see
the passion of the artist and chat with her
about her life leading up to her successful
career, the motivation and inspiration
behind her unpredictable artworks, and
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why she sometimes feels the urge to just
give her creations away.
In high school, Dall says that she was
a very shy person, and that art was the
way she expressed her emotions. She
reminisced about one of her first artworks
in high school, and how the teacher
used the artwork to explain what she
was looking for in the work everyone
produced: something that made the
viewer “feel something”.

While her artistic talents were evident
from a young age, and she explored them
by studying Art at university, Dall said
that it took her a while to figure out her
path. “Even having studied fine art, I think
it actually turned me off the art world
– Michaelis School of Fine Art was very
tough,” she explains.
Dall ran away from her studies in her
second week, and her dad sat her down
and asked, “Tay, do you want to be an

artist?” Dall responded with, “I think so;
well I like art.” Her father then went on to
explain a life lesson to her: when you start
something in life, you might as well finish
it. And that is what Dall did by finishing her
degree at Michaelis.
After seven years in the film industry
(after moving to Los Angeles in the United
States upon graduating), Dall picked
up her paint brushes again, inspired
by the disposable culture in which she

was living. “I would drive around the
neighbourhood to find castaway windows
and doors. If you look at it, a door frame
is like a canvas. So instead of going out to
buy the wood and hammering it together,
I would use an old door frame and stretch
canvas onto it.”
Dall explains that she has always had an
interest in unusual mediums, and that they
act as an inspiration for her work, “I love
interesting surfaces that have their own life,

their own character – this is almost like a
little spark before I begin painting.”
When she began painting again, her
husband and business partner, Ben, was
the one that acted as a buffer between her
and her clients, giving her the freedom to
concentrate on her art while he handled
much of the business side of things. “I do
not think I would have become an artist if
I had not met him.” While she describes
herself as having “a shockingly intense
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imagination,” Ben is the grounded one in
the relationship that holds onto her ankles
so that she does not get lost in the clouds.
Speaking to Ben, he gave me a different
perspective of the business that is Tay Dall,
The Artist. It is blindingly apparent how
much he believes in and loves his wife’s art
– not because she is his wife, but because
he recognises the passion and talent in
her work. “She opens herself, her soul, and
everything she has to perfect strangers
with no need for anything in return.”
He recognises the generosity of Dall – she
expressed her wish that she could just give
away some of her artworks – and describes
himself as “the break in the sports car” when
it comes to their relationship, an absolutely
imperative role in their business.
Of her artistic process, Ben explains, “Tay
is much more experimental with what she
wants to do. She does not sit down and
think ‘I am going to do this now’ – she is not
the type of person that contrives her art.”
Not wanting to be constricted to a certain
style or to be “put in a box”, Dall is all about
evolving and pushing the boundaries – she
is constantly in search of the next level, the
next style her artworks can possess. As I
walked through her studio, it was apparent
62

PREMIER

how many facets this artist has – there were
canvases bright with hues of greens, blues,
and purples (cells under a microscope
came to my mind when I saw this). A little
way on, there sat an artwork made up of
different colour masks. Nothing about her
art is predictable.
Dall describes her earlier works as calm
and more serene, while her more recent
works show expression with a lot more
colour. “As I change, my work changes – I
do not believe in painting for an audience,
so I never re-create my works. You move
on, and art is really an extension of where
your mind is, for me, at that given moment
when I am creating it. And, if it is not that,
then how much of it is actually made-up
and forced? Then it becomes inhibited.”
She goes on to say, “Art is subjective. Art
is completely how you feel within yourself.
To be a good artist, you have to be honest
with yourself, because it is so easy to see
through stuff that is not real, and I think the
audience falls in love with the passion that
an artist shows. You do not have that passion
if you are not whole-heartedly in it.”
While Dall’s artworks have been displayed
in numerous galleries around the country,
much of her time is spent on commissions

for businesses as well as private collectors
of her work. Her art has travelled all around
the world to new homes; in South Africa, her
expressive brand of abstract art has caught
the attention of numerous establishments,
with brands such as the Arabella Country
Estate, Fancourt Hotel & Country Club
Estate, Fairmont Zimbali Resort, as well as
Groot Constantia all displaying her creations.
When it comes to parting with her
artworks, Dall says, “I get much more
pleasure out of giving than taking. I actually
hate selling my art – I find it so stressful –
because it is a piece of me. How can I, as
an individual, put a value onto something
that is an extension of myself?” This
selfless side of Dall was shown to me in
abundance, as she gifted me with one of
her artworks, which now proudly hangs
on my wall at home, a constant reminder
of the generosity, vivaciousness, and
unpredictability of the artistic force of
passion that is Tay Dall.
For more information about Tay Dall, visit
www.taydall.com.

